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Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles
Luke 5:1- 11, Mark 3:13 -18

ERTPE A_ -

Jesus chose 12 special friends to help

him in preaching to the people. SMJAE  —— —I;I—
OJNH
You can read the story of how he NDAEWR @ —————
invited Peter the fisherman to be one PLPIHI —_—— _Q_ —
of his Apostles in Luke 5:1- 11. ARMEWTHOLOB — — — _——
Jesus performed a miracle to illustrate THMATWE
fo Peter what he wanted Peter to do. OMHSAT  — & @
Read what he did and fill in the blanks MESA)  —
below from verse 10. DTHDAESU v ________
MISON
In Mark 3:13- 18 we read the names of ASIUD  ——— —Q
the 12 that he chose.
Unscramble the names below and These were the names of the 12

place the letters from the shapes into
the matching shapes below. O A Q? O v o D <>

Dot to Dot

Then Jesus said to his
disciples, «lf anyone would
come after me, he must
deny himself and take up
his cross and follow me".

Matthew 16:24

El




After he got out of
prison Jeremiah again
preached to the king and

p
But God was at work in the king's heart. He

secretly rescued Jeremiah and asked him what

God wanted the king to do. "Go into captivity, and

Him. This time,
%//: /f,:;\) \ the king had
-, Jeremiah S
- & lowered into a / N
deep muddy —
: dungeon. \r'-[ e,
LSS5 ﬁA <
k_\:_.ﬁ/ N 5 N
— \_ e

the people that they
should turn back to God
and put their trust in

~, God says you will live," was

the answer.

(
The Babylonian army conquered J‘-)\f M]
n

Jerusalem and all of Judah. They
pulled down the walls and all the /]
buildings, and burned everything.
God said His people would go \

info captivity for Q
seventy years, %
and thenHe ~ 77
’—;é@» N3
would Noald

bring them J‘@\\
back to the
Promised

o<

Galatians
5:22-23

End 3:12-16

— V1 =

Colossians




Even the priests got angry and told him to quit
speaking about God. There were also false
prophets who said that Jeremiah

was not telling
the truth.

>

s ™
Jeremiah reminded the people that, about a

hundred years before, the northern kingdom of
Israel had abandoned God. Their enemies, the
Assyrians, conquered them and moved all of the
Israelites to distant lands.

'd )

( ( ( /// Now the people
{ @ / of Judah, the southern

kingdom, had abandoned
God. The enemy armies
were already on
the march! Would
God allow His people
to be conquered

/ and taken into
exile too?

Finally, God said something
that must have shocked
Jeremiah. God said, "Don't

pray for this people. I will ‘
not hear them when they i
cry to me for help." ®

e people trusted their idols. Could idols save
from their enemies? No! Only God
d save them. The people got so angry

at Jeremiah, they made a plot to kill
him. But God protected
His servant.

X 40

g he would lose the
dattle with the army of
Babylon. The king was
angry and threw
Jeremiah in prison.
Even in prison,
Jeremiah kept
on preaching and
trusting God.




R
Jermiah

Man Of Tear

Jeremiah was born into
a religious home in the
kingdom of Judah. His
Dad, Hilkiah, was a
priest. The family
lived in a town called
Anathoth, not far from
Jerusalem. Maybe
Jeremiah's parents
thought he would also
become a priest. But

Read & Color

-
At the time of Jeremiah's
birth, God's pecple were
not living according to
God's Word. Nearly
everybody, from the king
down to the most humble
worker, worshiped false
gods - even in God's own

Jeremiah. "Go wherever I send

God had other plans. holy Temple!
\
' % \-._\-'/
( \
When 1 q God's call seemed to scare Jeremiah. "Ah, Lord
TJeremiah \l GOD!" he cried out. "I cannot speak, for Iama
child." He was more than a child - he was twenty
was a young years old. But Jeremiah didn't think he could
man, &od ) speak out for
spoke to him. —¢ God against the
I knew you wickedness all
before you around him.
were born," -
God told 3 f?)
Jeremiah, "and I A !
planned then that you will speak for Me." \ \ <§ t‘j(j“( ho
\, ) I <4,
R Y 1 "Don’t be afraid," God assured \ \Kﬂ?—‘
) l\\ M o
5 (

A
Yo":;:' _rsﬁy whateve,r/_,__,.w\ God gave Jeremiah strength and courage and
N yo,'," - o wisdom. He spoke out boldly, reminding people
. Yo say. that God loved them and wanted to help them.
\? - But nobody listened to him. Not even the king.

"I am with
you and I will

deliver you." Then
God did something
special. God fouched
Jeremiah's mouth.
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THE ROSETTA
STONE

A valuable key to
deciphering the
hieroglyphs

‘For centuries, the meaning of the mysterious Egyptian hieroglyphs baffled the greatest minds
in the world. Then, in 1799, the discovery of the most famous piece of rock in archaeology
unravelled the secrets of the [forgotten] script’ (Simon Singh).

An Ancient Egyptian stone bearing inscriptions in several scripts; its decipherment led to the
understanding of hieroglyphic writing. The same piece of text inscribed on the Stone was written
three times, in Greek, demotic and hieroglyphics. The dimensions of this irregularly shaped stone
of black granite are 114 cm long and 72 cm wide.

The Stone was found in a small village in the Delta called Rosetta (Rashid). It was discovered

in 1799 by a Frenchman named Bouchard and a group of French soldiers. The soldiers were
demolishing an ancient wall to clear the way for an extension to a fort. However, they found
built into the wall a stone bearing a remarkable set of inscriptions. After the French surrender of
Egypt in 1801, the Stone passed into British hands, and is currently in London’s British Museum.

Inscribed on the Stone are two languages, Egyptian and Greek, and three writing systems,
hieroglyphics, demotic script (a cursive form of Egyptian hieroglyphics), and the Greek alphabet,
this is what provided a key to the translation of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing. The inscriptions on
the Rosetta Stone is a decree, written and passed by a council of priests in Memphis in the year
196 BC, summarizing benefactions conferred by Ptolemy V (205-180 BC). These inscriptions were
written in commemoration of his accession to the throne.

The decipherment was largely the work of Thomas Young and Jean-Francois Champollion. In
1821-22 Champollion continued Young's work. Champollion was fluent in Greek and Coptic.
Using his deep knowledge of Coptic, Champollion began a prolific decipherment of hieroglyphs.
He was able to make sense of what the seven demotic signs in Coptic were. By looking at how
these signs were used in Coptic he was then able to work out what they stood for, allowing him
to tfrace these signs back to the hieroglyphics.

The work of these two men established the basis for the franslation of all future Egyptian
hieroglyphic texts, unlocking the secret mysteries of a once beautiful and great civilisation.

FUN FACT: 'Although Coptic, the descendant of the ancient Egyptian language, had ceased to
be a living language, it sfill existed in a fossilised form in the liturgy of the Christian Coptic Church.
Champollion had learnt Coptic as a teenager, and was so fluent that he used it to record entries
in his journal.” (Simon Singh, ‘The Decipherment of Hieroglyphics' BBC, 2011). Only until deep in
his quest of deciphering the Stone had he considered that Coptic might also be the language of
hieroglyphs.




Consecrating |
her

to the Lord

For a very long time the two options
that were available for Coptic orthodox Christian girls
is either marriage or monasticism. However, there is a
third option, which is growing more and more rapidly.
Consecration as a deaconess. Which is unlike being a
deacon, thisis a lifetfime decision that a girl can live in
the world but not be off the world. The first sign of that
is she has to wear grey for the rest of her life and she
becomes a full-time-dedicated servant in the church.

Roles of a deaconess.....

According to Anba Moussa, deaconesses are a

vital tool for the priests. Doing many services such as
spiritual retreats for girls, assisting with the ladies side
of the church, counselling, setting up small workshops
to help the needy and attending to the sick.
Deaconesses, unlike nuns live in very ordinary houses,
they live in the world doing work for the Lord.




sociable personality, capable of managing,
organizing, mobilizing and directing the various
activities effectively and efficiently, since it

is attentive to all the different aspects of an
undertaking.

4. The Leadership Personality: When the Holy
Spirit fills it and His grace works in it, it is used by
Him to lead inside the church and to witness
outside it. Leadership is an essential component
of work and service, for without a wise
leadership and a sound vision, the people have
a hard time, and some might be lost. God has
granted leadership qualities to certain people
from whom He has chosen church leaders at
the different levels of the church hierarchy:

the Pope, the bishops, the clergy, and those
responsible for service. Their role will certainly be
effective in service and in encouraging many to
work in the Lord’s vineyard and in building the
country.

5. The Sociable Personality: It can be used
by God to bring a great many into the fold

of salvation and to persuade them to lead

a sanctified life. It can be instrumental in
discovering the talents, gifts, and capabilities
God has given others. They can become
essential building blocks in the Kingdom,
useful in attracting souls, in promoting the
unity of the Christian family, in bringing about
reconciliation, and in establishing relations of
love and goodwill among all people. All these
are important matters that need a certain type
of effective sociable personality.

6. The Perfectionist Personality: At the

hands of the Holy Spirit, it can be effective in
bringing others to Christian perfection. It can
be effective in revising the programs, methods,
and the curricula used in service until they are
perfect. It can, with the grace of God, present

a good image of real Christianity, whether in the

family, the church, or society. It is a personality
type that is never complacent, constantly
striving for perfection in morals, in service, and in
academic studies.

7. The Serene Personality: At the hands of

the Lord, it is lovely in a world that is confused
and clamorous, full of noise and upheavals and
problems. It is this type which is filled with faith
and trust in God's promises. It is able to fransmit
calm and serenity to others, thus becoming

a cause of peace of mind to many because

it gives them, from the Lord’s storehouse, a
measure of faith that dispels their worries and
lulls their fears. This results in the ability to look
ahead and to take positive steps in order to
calmly find solutions to existing problems.

No matter what type of personality we have,
the important thing is that it be anointed by the
Holy Spirit to be used by God for the spreading
of the kingdom. Let us all rejoice in the gifts of
the Lord and the infinite power of God’s Spirit
to sanctify and consecrate man regardless of
personality type and to make his energy, his
talents and gifts fruitful to the glory of His Holy
Name.

(Excerpt from coptichymns.net)
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loving and affectionate, able to make

good relations with many, whether in the
family circle, in church, orin society. It is a
loving personality and is loved by many, with
overflowing affections, warm feelings, and
numerous friendships.

3. The Striving (Active) Personality: This type is
characterized by great energy, never ceasing
its activity and movement. It cannot bear to
be still. It is the right type for trips, activities,
organization, and exhibitions. It is capable of
implementing and supervising various field
projects.

B. The Second Classification

This second classification is based on the
individual’'s dominant characteristics:
leadership, perfectionist, or serene.

1. The Leadership Personality: This type has a
strong will and self-confidence, and is able

to lead others. Clear vision is one of its assets
and it possesses energy, determination,
independence, and its emotions are under
conftrol. This type is inclined to work on its own.

2. The Sociable Personality: This personality
is characterized by vitality, energy, and
the ability to soon make warm and friendly
relations with people. It has many friends,
is enthusiastic, cheerful, and affectionate.
It has the tfendency to react quickly and
emotionally.

3. The Perfectionist Personality: It is gentle and
sensitive, thoughtful and creative. It constantly
seeks perfection and what is better. It is self-
critical, organized, and analyses matters
carefully and in detail. It is conscientious

and responsible, but is often self-centred,
overcritical, and moody.

4. The Serene Personality: It is calm because
it controls its feelings and reactions. It

is capable and disciplined, organized,
practical, conscientious, and cheerful. It
listens aftentively to others and is generally
objective. However, it can be slow, hesitant,
and sometimes obstinate and ironic.

]

Il. The Work of Grace in the
Human Personality

God'’s Holy Spirit is able to “baptize” any
personality whatever its type, for there is no such
thing as a “spiritual personality”, but there is a
“garden full of different types of personalities”,
some examples of which are:

1. The Rational Personality: It is capable,
with God’s grace, to undertake spiritual,
ecclesiastical, and Biblical studies and
research. It constantly studies the Bible and
Church writings, as well as the various Church
subjects such as the many different branches
of Theology: theoretical, literary, comparative,
doctrinal, historical, and ritual.

There is no doubt that the Church needs

these researchers so that it can learn about its
heritage and face the age it is living in with a
solid foundation of serious studies. The Church
also needs them to study the innovations of
the era, whether in philosophy, education,
psychology, sociology, medicine, engineering,
or astronomy. It needs their research so that

it can determine its stance on contemporary
issues such as space exploration, genetic
engineering, drugs, AIDS, and test-tube babies.
These issues need studies and scholars, and the
best ones for the job are the rational, studious
personalities.

2. The Sentimental Personality: It has

a significant and effective role to play in
ministering to individuals, in mobilizing groups,
and in leading meetings so that they follow a
holy and constructive direction because of its
characteristically good relations with those it
ministers to. The sentimental personalities can
build bridges of love and cooperation between
the church and society so that the church is
not isolated from its environment, but on the
contrary, participates in the life of the country.
The personal touches of love are essential keys
to the heart of man, "for love is stronger than
death” (Songs 8: 6) and “love never fails” (1
Cor. 13: 8).

3. The Striving Personality: Its role cannot
be ignored, for it organizes conferences,
celebrations, exhibitions, and other church
activities at the level of the class, the local
church, the whole church, at both the
ecumenical and national levels. It is an active



DIVINE GRACE IN THE
HUMAN PERSONALITY

One of the loveliest truths
about Christianity is that it does not try to
eliminate man'’s individual traits of any type.
On the conftrary, the grace of God works in
every type of trait to produce many benefits,
advantages, and blessings, whether for the one
who possesses these traits, or for his family, his
church, and his country.

The Holy Spirit, who descended on
the disciples in the upper room in the form of a
strong wind, included all of them in confirmation
of the unity of the body of Christ. He also
quickly alighted upon each of them in the
shape of divided tongues of fire to confirm their
individuality, distinctiveness, and uniqueness.
God certainly does not want to make carbon
copies of men, but is happy to deal with each
soul individually. As a wise artist and competent
architect, He can make of every soul a
beautiful icon that is an expression of the great
skill of its Creator.
Therefore, regardless of personality type, the
Lord is able to sanctify it, and to bless this type in
order to render it blessed and fruitful.

Just as the minister must not try to
impose his own personality traits on those he
ministers to, no individual has the right to hate

his personality type or wish he had a different
one. This is certainly an indication of a lack of
understanding of the abilities, potentialities and
advantages of each personality type. Society,
whether it is the church or the country, needs
them all.

l. Personality Types

There are many ways of classifying personality
types; we give two methods by way of
example:

A. The First Classification:

The human personality is classified into three
types according to the individual's dominant
activity: rational, sentimental, or striving.

1. The Rational Personality: This type is
characterized by the dominance of reason,

for it does not cease to study, examine, and
analyse. This is a well-read, cultured, educated
personality. Its emotions are generally calm. It is
interested in carrying out analytic and profound
studies, whether in individual human life, the life
of groups, or the life of the whole nation.

2. The Sentimental Personality: This type is
characterized by emotional activity; it is

P |
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You were tempted, you were tried.
'-ﬁ. | The evil one did not leave you to rest, but you overcame his every frick.
Ly You fasted for your children forty days and forty nights.

i You gave your body no right, but to your spirit you gave every right.

You were in the world, but not of the world. {".'I-
You could have commanded the stone to bread, but your mission was more than food, '
For it is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God’

You are to us an example to live by.
You showed us the way, instead of commanding the way.

On a very high mountain he told You, that you could have it all.
All the vain glory of this world, but he was deeply mistaken.
For how can my King who came to be born in a manger,
When his rightful place was to be no less than a throne, want any glory of this world.

You were humble but not weak,
For to Beelzebub you would not bow.

Again belzebub would not rest, from the temple he told you to throw yourself,
and assured you that the angels will be sent to capture you from harm.
Yet you answered boldly,

‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God'.

To every temptation you answered with God's word.
All this you did for me My love and King.




Since we do sometimes hope for a perfect world and it is clear that it is not a perfect world,
and since we have reason to believe that God is love, perhaps our conception of love needs
correction?

If God is love, he is something more than merely kindness. And as can be read in the Bible fime
and time again, although he has often rebuked us and condemned us, He has never regarded
us with contempt. He has paid us the unimaginable gift of loving us, in the deepest sense of
which we cannot comprehend.

Love between a Father and a Son, means essentially authoritative love on the one side and
obedient love on the other. The father uses his authority to make the son into the sort of being
which he, and rightly in his superior wisdom, wants him to be. Never have you heard a father of
love say “l love my son but | don't care how great a thief he is, so long as he has a good time.”

You asked for a loving God. You have one. Not a spirit that allows you to be happy in your own
way, not the care of a host responsible for your comfort, but you and | have the consuming fire
Himself, the Love that made the world, persistent as the artist’s love for his work, zealous and alll
consuming. This can be seen clearly throughout History “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!! How often
would | have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings,
but you were not willing.”

An artist, when he is sculpting the finest sculpture, will begin and then scrape it off, and then try
another angle, and scrape it off, and put in the fire and remould again — until the finished touch
is perfection itself.

We may sometimes wish that we were of a lesser account to God that he left us alone to follow
our natural impulses, that He would give up trying to train us into something so unlike our natural
self. But then, we are not asking for more of God’s love, but less.

I have heard Reverend Father Philippos say time and time again that God's intention for us on
earth is not to be happy, but holy. And with holiness, you will find joy in the most unimaginable
places. In the absolution of the Ninth hour it says, “raise our minds above worldly care and bodily
desires to the remembrance of your heavenly commandments.”

One of our primary roles in life is that we love God, but also that God may love us, and that we
become objects of the Divine Love. To ask God to be content with us as we are is to ask that
God should cease to be God, because He is what He is, His love must, in His All-Holy nature, be
repelled and opposed to certain stains in our character, and because He already loves us, He
must labour to make us lovable.

References:

Lewis, C S 1944, Problem of Pain, Macmillan, New York

Sermon by Father Philippos Boghdadi

Absolution of the Canonical Ninth Hour, Coptic Orthodox Agpia

]

| 4




WHY DOES
GOD ALLOW
SUFFERING?

1. “If God were good, He would wish to make his creatures perfectly happy, and if God were
Almighty, He would be able to do what he wished. But the creatures are not happy. Therefore
God lacks either goodness, power, or both.”

Now, we know God is all omnipotent “power to do all, or everything”, and we read in the bible
“With God all things are possible.” His omnipotence means power to do all that is intrinsically
possible, not to do the intrinsically impossible. We may attribute miracles to God, but not
nonsense.

If you say, “God can give us free will and at the same time withhold free will from us” then you
have not succeeded in saying anything about God. Words don't simply have meaning just
because we use the two words “God can.” Don't be confused and think that this means that
God is incapable of doing this and his power has met an obstacle. All things are possible with
God , but nonsense remains nonsense even when we talk about God.

2. Why doesn’'t God make everything in the world good and safe?

If fire comforts a body at a certain distance, it will destroy the body once that distance is
reduced. The permanent nature of wood which enables us to use it for building also enables us
to hit our neighbour on the head.

We can perhaps imagine a world where God corrected the results of this abuse of free-will at
every moment, so a wood became a piece of grass when it was used as a weapon, and the air
refused to pass on the sound waves that carried insults and lies. But such a world where wrong
actions were impossible would mean that we would have no free will - even doing a thing like
thinking evil thoughts would be impossible because God would stop our cerebral matter from
even beginning to process such a thought.

That God, can and does on occasions modify the behaviour of matter and produce what we
call, miracles, He is part of the Christian faith. These are concessions, and for conception of the
common and stable world, these occasions should be and are a rarity.

Take a game of chess for example: you can make allowances for your opponent (which are
against the rules of the game, like miracles are to the laws of nature), but if you allowed him to
change the game whenever it suited him, and all your pieces disappeared - then you would
have no game at all.

Try to exclude the possibility of suffering which the existence of free-will involved, and you have
excluded life itself.



- Concerning belief: words of blasphemy, spreading suspicions of religion and
dogma, using the Lord’s name in vain

The many possible sins of the heart can present in any way, but often
through the tongue, for we often become enraged and in our anger will often utter
severely indecent words (whether we have been struggling with these thoughts, or
without meaning them). While our friends may give pardon fo these words saying
despite his faults he has a good heart, the bible tells us:

‘for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks’

This demonstrates the falsehood of these justifications, for sinful words demonstrates
a sinful heart; therefore technically sins of the tongue become a double sin; for
through our harsh words we demonstrate our cruel heart, and through our rash
words we show our reckless heart. Therefore any man wanting to improve his
speech, must first reform and tame his heart and mind.

This brings to light the fact that sins of the tongue are more than just sins of the
fongue. They are often called compound sins as they become the tnd or vrd stage
after an original sin. When looking at the example of the sin of lying; seldom does
a lie come about as the 1st sin, but more often than not, it is born of a ‘mother sin;’
which needs to be buried due to any reason ranging from shame to pride.

The result of these sins of the fongue include:

- Those which are out of my control: for a word uttered out of stupidity cannot
be returned even though | may apologise, other consequences will then be out of
my confrol; which shows the devastating effects of this sin, and sometimes the little
which one can do to alter the domino effect in a way making it worse than any
other sin of the heart or mind

- Effect on those whom the words are about: for if | hold a grudge against my
brother within my heart and am battling with this, although it is bad it remains within
me and most often will not affect our relationship, or cause my brother to sin (for
example: hate). However once said or overheard, it becomes an external relation,
duplicating the severity of the original sin; and if many hear, making it even harder
fo fix our relationship. And although | may repent from my double sin, my brother
may not and his blood will be on my hands.

So, a spiritual person ought not justify but condemn himself for his sins. We must be
fully on guard against the sins of the tongue, the cruel words and words of mockery.
Be cautious, particularly being slow in speech when in situations of anxiety or anger;
for at these moments we are most vulnerable to be unable to control or choose the
appropriate words, and will be held responsible for them: for St Arsanius, the teacher
of the sons of kings said

‘Many a time have | talked and repented; but for silence, | never repented’

But most importantly, learn the lesson from the past faults of the tongue which
personally war you.

]
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Spiritual Warfare:
Sins of the Tongue

The dangers of the tongue far exceed our expectations, as it is likened to a
-redged sword. As with most things, it can be used for either Good or Evil and Christ says:
‘Out of your own mouth | will judge you, you wicked servant.’
When we talk about this well disguised sin, we only see the one side of the story, but do not
realise the immensely destructive nature of idle words; for again the Lord warns us:
‘Every idle word men may speak, they will give account of in the day of judgement’
Therefore, we are not only guilty of evil words, but of words spoken which are of no benefit;
for God created the tongue for 1 purposes which are to be without error, and also to have a
positive role (namely to praise our Creator).
This particular sin of the tongue, being idle talk includes a wide range of common misuses
of this useful tool such as using it; in an annoying way or wasting the time of the speaker
and hearer. For the evil one has succeeded to down-play the tongues importance fo us as
Christians, for God considers its sin to be filth and unclean alongside lust/fornication. Christ
has said ‘What comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man’

The faults which the tongue can succumb to are many, including;

- Sins due fo pride: boasting, self-justification, interrupting leading fo arrogance
- Sins comprising of lying: explicit lies, exaggerations, delusions

- Sins confradicting love: insult, rage, defaming rumours

- Due to cruelty: hurtful/painful words

- Unchaste words: bad stories, shameless songs, disrespectful conduct
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